
Maine Schools
The towns in York County, adjacent to
Massachusetts, were the earliest settled in the
state. Most of the early records were
destroyed during the Indian wars, so there are
no records or reliable history of schools prior
to 1700.

In 1701, following a vote of the town, the
selectmen of York “Indented and bargained
with Mr. Nath’l Freeman to ceep a free school
for all the inhabitants of our town of York, for
which the town to pay said Freeman for one
year eight pounds in or as money and three
pence per week for teaching to reade, and four
pence per week for writing and sifering and no
moor. Arrangements were for some dwelling
house.

The first recorded action of a school house
was in the town of York on March 9, 1724—
when it was voted that “a schoolhouse shall
be built at ye lower end of ye town on ye
ministerial land this year at ye town cost.
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